[No. 89] 


COMMITTEE HEARING ON NAVY ACQUISITION PROJECT 
NO. 98; H. R. 9340 AND H. R. 9005 


U 
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House or REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Monday, June 7. 1954. 

The committee met at 10 a. m., the Honorable Dewey Short, chair- 
man of the committee, presiding. 

The CuHarrMan. First is a report from Mr. Cunningham’s subcom- 
mittee on Navy Acquisition Project No. 98, the Alvin Callender Field 
at New Orleans. 

Mr. Cunnincuam. Mr. Chairman, on May 25, 1954, your Sub- 
committee on Real Estate and Construction considered Navy acquisi- 
tion project No. 98. This project contemplates the acquisition of 
some 3,212 acres of land which includes 2,688 acres of privately owned 
land and 524 acres owned by the city of New Orleans, and avigation 
easements over 1,500 acres. ‘That is, 1,500 acres additional. 

The estimated cost of this acquisition is $2,108,000. 

This site is for the Joint Air Research Training Center, approx- 
imately 9 miles southeasterly and across the Mississippi River from 
the city of New Orleans. 

A total of approximately $18,300,000 has been made available for 
this project, of which $1,017,000 is being contributed by the Air Force 
and $1,255,000 by the Air National Guard. 

These Air National Guard funds must be obligated prior to the 
30th of June 1954. All engineering and architect plans have been 
completed. ‘The Navy, as landlord, is prepared to advertise for bids 
at this time. 

The fee simple title to the 2,688 acres of private lands, exclusive of 
petroleum mineral interests, will cost approximately $920,000. Fee 
simple title to the 524 acres of the city-owned Alvin Callender Airfield 
exclusive of petroleum mineral interests, are the subject of an option 
made by the mayor of the city of New Orleans which contemplates 
conveyance of title to the Government for $1. With respect to 122 
acres of this city-owned property, a controversy has arisen. The 
original grantor has brought—-and that is the original grantor of the 
city of New Orleans—-suit against the city in an effort to effect rever- 
sion of title pursuant to the terms of his deed of donation and the 
clause in the deed over which the lawsuit has arisen is “for public 
and private avigation purposes,” the theory being of the former 
owner that it is not to be used for that now, and therefore the title 
should revert to the former owner. 

Depending upon the outcome of the pending law suit, the Federal 
Government might be called upon to expend $50,000 for this acreage. 
The avigation easements over approximately 1,500 acres will cost, 
exclusive of petroleum mineral interests, between $100,000 and 
$200,000. 
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Preliminary investigation to date does not indicate potential petro- 
leum development within the area proposed for acquisition in fee. 
The mineral potentiality of the area is now being studied and upon 
completion of this study a determination will be made as to whether 
title should be acquired in fee simple absolute or whether it will be ~ 
necessary and feasible to permit the retention of mineral interests of ~ 


all or part of the owners thereof, with a restriction to drilling opera-,. 


tions to locations where they will not interfere with development o 
the use of the station. In the meantime, a speculative value of some 
$938,000 has been set up for mineral rights. : 

You will deduct $938,000, therefore, from that original figure of 
re providing the Government does not acquire the mineral 
rights. 

Mr. Chairman, I move favorable consideration of Navy Acquisition 
Project No. 98. 

The CuHarrMAN. Any questions? 

Mr. Vinson. Mr. Chairman, I second the motion. It was my 
privilege to sit in at the hearing and I think the committee has reached 
the right and proper decision. 

The CuairMan. Without objection, the report is accepted. It is 
adopted without dissent. 

(Whereupon the committee proceeded to further business. ) 


H. R. 9340 


The CuarkMAN. The second is a report from Mr. Shafer’s subcom- 
mittee. I think he is still in Michigan. 

Mr. CunninGuam. I have the report, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuarrMan. Do you have that report, Mr. Cunningham? 

Mr. CunNINGHAM. Yes. 

The CuarrMan. He is expected back this evening or the morning. 

Mr. Cunnincuam. Mr. Chairman, your subcommittee No. 1 
considered two bills last Wednesday, the 2d of June. The first of 
of these was H. R. 9340 introduced by Mr. Bennett of this committee. 
This bill would authorize the conveyance of federally owned lands 
— Camp Blanding, Fla., to the Armory Board of the State of 

orida, 

This bill was passed by the House last February. The Senate 
amended it so as to insure that the land conveved to the State would 
be used only for military purposes. 

One further amendment made by the Senate committee would 
require the Secretary of the Army to come into agreement with the 
Senate and the House Armed Services Committees with respect 
to the plan whereby revenues received by the State from out leasing 
shall be expended for the management of natural resources at Blanding 
and for other allied purposes. 

This coming into agreement provision was objectionable to the 
President and he vetoed the bill. H. R. 9340, introduced by Mr. 
Bennett subsequent to the veto message, does not contain the language 
which was objectionable to the President. 

Mr. Chairman, I move favorable consideration of H. R. 9340. 

The CHatrMan. Without objection, that bill is adopted. 

It simply meets the objections of the President? 
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Mr. CuNNINGHAM. That is correct. 
The CuairMAN. The President's veto. 
(Whereupon the committee proceeded to further business. ) 


H. R. 9005 


Mr. Cunnincuam. Mr. Chairman, the other bill considered during 
that hearing was H. R. 9005, a bill to continue the effectiveness of 
the act of July 17, 1953. 

This bill would provide during the emergency proclaimed by the 
President on December 16, 1950, and for 6 months thereafter, au- 
thority for the Secretaries of the military departments to acquire, 
construct, expand, convert, and otherwise develop privately owned or 
publicly owned industrial-type plants and to establish a mobilization 
base through the acquisition and stockpiling of machine tools. 

The committee members will recall that last June we reported out a 
bill providing this same authority. It became Public Law 130, 83d 
Congress. The authority granted by Public Law 130 will expire on 
July 1, 1954, unless it is extended as this bill contemplates. 

Authority similar to this has been in existence since 1940 and was 
the underlying authority for the use of expediting production funds. 
It was under this authority that most of our aircraft assembly plants, 
ordnance plants, and other large industrial installations were con- 
structed during the war. It was also the authority for the expansion 
of many private plants used in the manufacture of ammunition and 
other instruments of war. 

We are all familiar with this authority and I believe there is no doubt 
as to its necessity during emergency periods. 

Mr. Chairman, I move favorable consideration of H. R. 9005. 

The CuarrmMan. This is merely to extend existing legislation? 

Mr. CunninGHAM. That is correct. 

The CuarrmMan. Without objection, the bill is reported favorably. 

(Whereupon the committee proceeded to further business. | 


CONSENT CALENDAR BILLS 


Mr. Smart. Mr. Chairman. 

The CuarrmMan. Mr. Smart. 

Mr. Smart. Before vou proceed with the housing—we have five 
bills on the Consent Calendar for today. ‘The Senate has passed a 
companion to one in slightly different form. 

I think the committee should now understand what the Senate 
amendment is so we might want to agree to that floor. If vou will 
give Russ Blandford 2 or 3 minutes, he will explain those bills. 

The CHarrMan. If that is the case, if we have five bills on the Con- 
sent Calendar, we better adjourn just a little earlier and get over there. 
I would like to have the members of the committee present when 
the House convenes today. 

Mr. Smarr. Russ. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Blandford. 

Mr. Buanprorp. Mr. Chairman, we have on the Consent Calendar 
today 

The CuarrmMan. Can you go over rapidly the five of them? 
Mr. BLANprorp. Yes, sir. 
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H. R. 1426 is a bill on the Consent Calendar. That is the death 
gratuity bill which would extend death gratuity benefits to the persons 
who stood in loco parentis for 5 years, preceding the entrance of the 
member on active duty prior to attaining the age 18. 

We passed the bill out of this committee——-with a retroactive date 
to June 27, 1950, the beginning of Korea. The Senate, in the mean- 
time, passed S. 3525, which is practically an identical bill, except that 
the Senate made it retroactive to December 7, 1941. 

I have now been advised by the Department of the Navy unoffic- 
ially that December 7, 1941, date would create a very difficult ad- 
ministrative problem—in other words, going back through the records 
to determine which cases would involve a loco parentis situation. 
That being the situation, instead of accepting the Senate version of 
5. 3525, it would seem to make better sense for us to go ahead and pass 
H. R. 1426, to see if the Senate will then agree to the House bill and 
substitute the House bill for the Senate-passed version. If not, then 
they can insist upon a conference. 

If that is agreeable, it would seem to me to be the better procedure 
since—— 

Mr. Vinson. Mr. Chairman, the House bill is on the calendar? 

Mr. Buanprorp. Yes, sir; called today. 

Mr. Vinson. The House bill will be called. Just stand on the 
House bill? 

Mr. Buanprorp. That is the idea, instead of agreeing to the Senate 
amendment, just stick to the House bill, and then see if the Senate 
either wants to go to conference or accept the House version, because 
of the administrative difficulties involved. 

Now the other problem involves Commander Rawlings, and I am 
sure that all of you are familiar with that situation. Mrs. Rogers has 
indicated that she will offer amendments -she may or may not, but 
I have copies of the amendment; that she has at least considered 
offering to H. R. 8635, our affirmation bill. 

Now I talked to Commander Rawlings and Mrs. Rogers this morn- 
ing and I told Mrs. Rogers that in my opinion, the first amendment 
that she is going to offer is objectionable on the ground that it is pri- 
vate legislation It is supposed to be general legislation, but there 
are 2 sections in the amendment which are aimed at 2 specifie individ- 
uals and can only apply to 2 individuals. 

And in my opinion, that makes the objection to the amendment 
sound on the ground that it is in the nature of private legislation. 

Now the affirmation bill, H. R. 8635, is extremely important and 
the Senate has already passed an affirmation bill and even went so 
far as to take all of our amendments that we reported from this com- 
mittee and incorporate it in the Senate bill and it has passed the 
Senate. 

So if we can pass this bill, we will then substitute the Senate bill 
since it is idential with the House bill. But in the meantime we may 
have to contend with two amendments to 8635. One would author- 
ize a review of the cases of all officers who failed of selection from 
commander to captain in World War II under the panel system. 

The other amendment is less objectionable, except it incorporates 
a brand new problem, and that is, it repeals a limitation contained in 
an old appropriation act which precluded the Secretary of the Navy 
from promoting anyone on the retired list. 
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There apparently is no comparable Army limitation. The Seere- 
tary of the Navy has been precluded by law for many years from 
promoting anybody on the retired list. 

But it seems to me that both of the amendments are objectionable 
on the ground that they are not germane to the situation, either to 
the affirmation bill or to the integration bill. 

On the other hand, this committee has in the past passed out or 
reported legislation involving the Commander Rawlings case and 
comparable cases. At this point lam not familiar with Commander 
Rawlings’ case. I don’t know what the situation is. But it seems to 
me that these 2 amendments are merely methods of accomplishing 
something for 2 specific individuals and that it is unfortunate that 
they might interfere with 2 pieces of legislation which are urgently 
needed by the Navy and which will affect a great many young officers, 
those who want to be integrated into the Regular Navy and Marine 
Corps, and those affirmations which, if not made under this bill, will 
cost the Navy a great deal of money because they will have to recon- 
vene selection boards under the Officer Personnel Act. 

Mr. Vinson. Mr. Chairman, it looks-—this is off the record. 

The CHatrmMan. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

The CuarrmMan. All right. * 

Mr. Smarr. Is that the end of yours? 

Mr. BLanprorp. Yes; that is. 

(Whereupon the committee proceeded to further business. ) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. SMart. Mr. Chairman, I have prepared a letter to each member 
of the committee. You will recall that Enevclopedia Brittanica 
Films, Inc., are making films of the Presidency, the Supreme Court, 
and of a limited number of committees on the Hill. Our committee 
isone. It was just arranged this morning that they would be available 
to film the committee in the morning when the committee is in session. 

These films are to be shown only in educational institutions at the 
high-school level and probably will be shown in most every Member's 
district sometime in the near future. 

A letter has gone forward. But 1 want to tell vou about it now 
before vou break up. 

Mr. Vinson. That means Sunday clothes, then; doesn’t it? 

Mr. Smarr. That means a blue suit. 

The CuarrmMan. And on our best behavior. I hope we have some 
degree of decorum. 

Mr. Smarr. The second point, Mr. Chairman: You will recall the 
Air Force extended an invitation to the entire committee this weekend, 
leaving here at Friday afternoon, going to Las Vegas, to witness the 
Air Force gunnery competition on Saturday and return here on Sunday 
evening. 

We will leave here at Friday noon. ‘Those members wishing to go 
should let me know as early as possible. That is all, Mr. Chairman. 


“- 


